
The Christmas season or the festive season, also known as the holiday season or the 
holidays, is an annual period generally spanning from November or December to early 
January incorporating Christmas Day and New Year's Day. Christmas window displays 
and Christmas tree lighting ceremonies are customary traditions in various locales. 
In Western Christianity, the Christmas season is traditionally synonymous 
with Christmastide, which runs from December 25 (Christmas Day) to January 5 (Twelfth 
Night or Epiphany Eve), popularly known as the 12 Days of Christmas. 

In the Christian tradition, the Christmas season is a period beginning on Christmas Day 
(December 25). In some churches (e.g., the Lutheran Churches and the Anglican 
Communion), the season continues through Twelfth Night, the day before the Epiphany, 
which is celebrated either on January 6 or on the Sunday between January 2 and 8. In other 
churches (e.g., the Roman Catholic Church), it continues until the Feast of the Baptism of 
the Lord, which falls on the Sunday following the Epiphany, or on the Monday following the 
Epiphany if the Epiphany is moved to January 7 or 8. If the Epiphany is kept on January 6, 
the Church of England's use of the term Christmas season corresponds to the Twelve Days 
of Christmas (December 25 through January 5), and ends on Twelfth Night (Epiphany Eve).   

Hanukkah is a Rabbinic Jewish festival commemorating the recovery of Jerusalem and 
subsequent rededication of the Second Temple at the beginning of the Jewish Maccabean 
Revolt against the Seleucid Empire in the 2nd century BCE.  

Hanukkah is observed for eight nights and days,  starting on the 25th day of Kislev according 
to the Hebrew calendar, which may occur at any time from November 28 to December 27 in 
the Gregorian calendar. The festival is observed by lighting the candles of 
a candelabrum with nine branches, commonly called a menorah or hanukkiah. One branch 
is placed above or below the others and its candle is used to light the other eight candles. 
This unique candle is called the shammash ("attendant"). Each night, one additional 
candle is lit by the shammash until all eight candles are lit together on the final night of the 
festival.  

This year Hanukkah will begin on December 15th and end on December 22nd.  


